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Kumar is an academic and author of two books: "The Nuclear Family: A Colonial
Invention" (published by Routledge/Curzon in 2006) and "Desire: A Philosophical History".
Kumar's research has also been published in works from the New Left Review, Tijdschrift

voor Filosofie, Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, Argumenta, Political Theory, the
International Philosophical Quarterly, Res Publica, and other journals. In the vein of M.F.

Kupfer, Kumar has examined the function of the family in South Asian societies and noted
that "modern-day India, Pakistan and Bangladesh all have very large families, both in

absolute numbers and relative to their populations". Like Kupfer, Kumar also noted that
young South Asian women are heavily influenced by the Hindu tradition, which

recommends large family sizes and that "the social sciences have failed to seriously
grapple with the...question of the family in South Asia". Kumar has served as a resident

associate at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton and as guest faculty at the
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