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11. 23. 2013 - 7 min - Uploaded by Smashing_BadSoVitality Coffee, a homegrown Bay Area, California, roaster and retailer, is getting deeper into
the food and beverage industry with a new venture, Ezoe Natural Foods. With Ezoe, Vitality aims to become a "natural" brand with a focus on

green and organic products. Ezoe's foundation rests on using naturally grown ingredients, but Vitality's extended customer base will embrace the
company's branding. "Ezoe natural products are more clean and pure, and our customers love the quality of the products," Laura Rettig, VP of

Vitality Coffee, told FoodNavigator-USA. "We will offer a larger selection of products and use a more direct approach to reaching our audience with
a strong focus on natural. I feel Ezoe is a way to maintain the integrity of the brand while expanding our breadth of products." Rettig is taking the

lead on Ezoe natural products, but she anticipates the company will reach out to business partners to help develop products. She told
FoodNavigator-USA that they are looking at alliances with California growers, while avoiding producing the product themselves. The first Ezoe

product will be The Organic Essential Oil, a blend of peppermint, clary sage, grapefruit, and juniper. Although the product's official release will be
in February, Rettig said that she anticipates the product to hit retail shelves shortly after. Vitality's plan to grow into the food and beverage sector

is part of the company's "new era," according to the spokesperson. Instead of focusing on just roasting coffee, the company will expand its
offerings into the beverage arena. Rettig explained that new beers and a handful of dairy and snack products are on the way. As for the roaster,
the company plans to lean on its strong distribution network with nearby partners. Rettig said that Vitality is currently launching its first roastery
and store in Menlo Park. It is also in the process of opening additional retail outlets in the Bay Area. All the stores will carry Vita almond and other

products and employ Vitality's "methodology of choice." "We believe we can build a model where we are a natural 648931e174
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