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626 S.E.2d 714 (2006) 273 Ga. App. 642 BUCKLES v. The STATE. No. A06A1336. Court of Appeals of Georgia. October
25, 2006. *715 Lee S. Minsky, Atlanta, for Appellant. Peter J. Skandalakis, Dist. Atty., Bruce S. Harvey, Asst. Dist. Atty., for

Appellee. ANDREWS, Judge. Pamela Buckles appeals her convictions of three counts of trafficking in marijuana and two
counts of possession of a firearm during the commission of a felony, arguing that the trial court erred in denying her motion for

new trial because she was denied the effective assistance of counsel. We affirm. Buckles was charged with three counts of
trafficking in marijuana and two counts of possession of a firearm during the commission of a felony, all relating to the sale of

two bags of marijuana to an undercover police officer. After a jury trial, she was found guilty on all counts. Buckles was
sentenced to three years for the trafficking conviction, five years for the possession conviction, and five years for the firearm
possession conviction. Buckles' motion for new trial was denied. This appeal followed. The trial court held a hearing on the

motion for new trial, during which Buckles alleged that she had received ineffective assistance of counsel. Buckles' trial counsel
testified that he had spent 15 years practicing criminal law and had represented many clients who had been prosecuted for

trafficking in marijuana. He testified that although the police had previously contacted him about a client of his named "Pam,"
he had never represented her and had not met with her until she testified at trial. He also testified that he had met with and

communicated with Buckles before her trial, had discussed with her the charges against her, and had advised her to accept the
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State's offer to plead guilty to possession of marijuana because she was charged with trafficking in marijuana. He testified that
in his experience in the criminal defense bar, it was very rare for defendants to accept an offer to plead guilty before a trial had

begun. Buckles also testified at the hearing. She stated that she had told her trial counsel that she wanted to plead guilty to
possession of marijuana before the trial began, but that he told her that if she pleaded guilty to possession of marijuana, the

State would not drop the trafficking charges. She testified that her trial counsel also told her that she would 2d92ce491b
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